
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 13, 2025 
 
CENTRAL WASATCH COMMISSION (CWC) 
Will McKay, Communications Director 
563-449-2974, will@cwc.utah.gov 
 

 
 

THE CENTRAL WASATCH COMMISSION SHORT-TERM PROJECT GRANT PROGRAM BEGINS 

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS ON JANUARY 13th, 2026 

 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT — Tuesday, January 13th, 2026, marks the beginning of the Call for Ideas for 

the Central Wasatch Commission (CWC) Short-Term Project Grant Cycle. Proposed ideas must fall 

within the four major issue areas of the Central Wasatch Mountains: transportation, economic 

vitality, environmental sustainability, and recreational stewardship. The application period will 

close on February 10th, 2026 at 5 p.m. 

 

This Call for Ideas is meant to explore short-term project ideas in the CWC project area that are 

largely “shovel-ready” for the CWC to consider for funding. “Shovel-ready” means that if funding 

is received, the project will be ready to break ground with all planning, communication, and 

permits already completed and obtained at the time of application. 

 

Purpose and eligibility requirements are as follows: 

 

●​ Address one or more of the focus areas for the Central Wasatch Commission: 

transportation, economic vitality, environmental sustainability, and/or recreational 

stewardship. 

●​ If the project is proposed to occur on Forest Service land, the project should not require 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis, or be a project for which NEPA is 

already completed. 

●​ Have a letter of support from the owner of the land, if both of the following conditions 

apply: 

○​ The project takes place on land (e.g. trail maintenance, shuttles, signage 

installation, etc.), whether public or private. (If your project takes place on Forest 

Service land, you do not need to submit this letter of support, but you discuss your 
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project with them before submitting your proposal.) 

○​ This is a new project that has not been funded by the CWC in previous grant cycles. 

●​ Have the approval of the appropriate water authority if the project impacts or interacts 

with the watershed. 

●​ Have the approval of the appropriate road manager if the project impacts or interacts with 

the right-of-way. 

●​ Have any necessary permits already obtained prior to applying. 

●​ Be able to be implemented and completed within 12 months of contract. 

●​ Not request more than $20,000 total from the Central Wasatch Commission. Projects with 

dedicated funds from the applying entity or community partners will be given increased 

weighting during the review process. 

●​ Be proposed by a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, a community group, or a Utah resident 

unaffiliated with these groups. Governments are not eligible for this grant, but 

governments may partner with an eligible party and funds will be disbursed to the eligible 

party. For-profit entities are not eligible. 

 

For more information on previous projects, eligibility criteria, and application instructions, please 

visit: https://cwc.utah.gov/projects/  

 

Any additional questions regarding this program should be directed to samantha@cwc.utah.gov  

 

 

ABOUT THE CENTRAL WASATCH COMMISSION 

The Central Wasatch Commission (CWC) was created in 2017 by interlocal agreement and has 

since served as a convener for the jurisdictions, stakeholders, and public with interest and 

authority in the Central Wasatch Mountains. The CWC’s mission is to preserve the Central 

Wasatch through providing canyon transportation solutions, pathways for concentrated 

development, environmental protections, and recreational stewardship. 

The Board of Commissioners is currently composed of elected leaders from Summit County, Park 

City, Salt Lake City, Millcreek, Cottonwood Heights, Sandy City, the Town of Brighton and the Town 

of Alta with the Utah Transit Authority, and Metropolitan Water District of Salt Lake and Sandy 

serving as ex-officio members, with Solitude Mountain Resort and Save Our Canyons serving as 

Special Advisors to the Board, representing the economy system and the environment system of 

the Central Wasatch, respectively. The CWC’s 35-member Stakeholders Council is composed of 

representatives from the Cottonwood Canyon ski resorts, the environmental and recreational 

communities, private property owners, transportation advocates, and representatives from the 

educational and cultural communities of the Wasatch Front and Back. The varied composition of 

the Central Wasatch Commission reflects the varied nature of the issues in the Central Wasatch 

Mountains, and no other entity like the CWC that provides a forum of ideas exists elsewhere. 
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Learn more at cwc.utah.gov. 

 

### 

 
For further information, please contact Will McKay at 563-449-2974, or will@cwc.utah.gov 
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